
“Proclaim the truth and do not be silent 
through fear.” 

― St. Catherine of Siena  

“Gossip — A Plague Worse than Covid” 

Dear Parishioners, I heard from many parishioners that last Monday’s ANZAC Mass went very well and was 
particularly  solemn and beautiful. (I was able to join the commemorations in the City and I was impressed with 

the immense turn out there, too.) It is a profoundly noble part of our Australian identity to honour those who, 
through the horrors of war, made the ultimate sacrifice for us and for the freedom of future generations. Lest we 

forget. 

I was surprised that a number of parishioners asked whether we were going to cancel the ANZAC Mass in this 
parish. I have no idea what would have given this impression or who was spreading this disinformation. As you 
would know, Gymea is one of the very(!) few parishes to have a Monday Mass in the Archdiocese. (Monday is 

typically a day of rest for priests in Sydney.) Thus, it would make absolutely no sense to cancel the Mass, 
especially since we would be celebrating a Mass on that day anyhow! All this is by way of saying, unless you have 
heard Fr Ronnie or myself say it, then, don’t be quick to believe it. Remember, gossip says a lot about the state of 

the heart of the gossiper.  

Little things like this remind me of some wise but curt words: “Rumours are spread by haters, spread by fools, and 
accepted by idiots.” As Catholics in particular, we should do our best to avoid being a source or a spreader of 

calumny or detraction lest what we say to be a harmful untruth. Sure, it’s a struggle at times, but we must 
endeavour to be different in a world enveloped by so much bitterness.  

 This has been a big topic within Pope Francis’ Papacy. He even implored the 
faithful  relatively recently by saying: “Please brothers and sisters, let’s try to 

not gossip,” he said. “Gossip is a plague worse than Covid. Worse. Let’s make a 
big effort: no gossiping!”  

One incredibly good form of conversation, however, is to remember to speak 
about your involvement in our parish and to continue to invite your friends and 

family to come along to a Mass or a parish event. As I keep saying (and will 
keep saying), we ALL have a role to spread the Gospel in Gymea and to re-

evangelise our parish. Your energy and initiative on this front is much 
appreciated. God bless you! Fr Greg  

In  your  char ity ,  please  pray  for  our  recently  deceased ;   

David Wright, Frank Murray, Biagio ’Bill’ Parrino, Terry Halls, Arthur Ollenrenshaw, Suzanne Miller, John Keys, Michael Malvern,  
Rex Watson. 

 

We remember those whose Anniversaries we commemorate at this time: 

Rusty Abel, Cec & Mary Baz, Joe Caputo, Jim (James) Casey, Fred Cobcroft, Tracy De Lyall, Roy & Mary Esplin, Fr. Peter Gillam,  

Felicity  Ketel,  Kathy Little, John Vincent Sidgreaves, The Holy Souls, Fr. Reg Wilson (1st Anniversary) 
 

We pray for all the sick of our Parish Community and their carers. Especially:   

Catherine Bassiuoni, Gerry Banister, Jean Bell, Helen Bridges, Pamela Buckley, Patricia Butler, Hugh Casey, Elaine Coughlan, 

Patricia Cutcliffe, Alice Elliott, Dorothy Fraser-Bell, Jeff Greenaway, Patricia Gordon, Maree Hinton, Melina Grieco, Gloria Klein,  

Laurence McDonnell, Doug Maybon, Evie Morgan, Anthony Morris, Julia Quach, Marié Rayner, Tony Ryan, Evelyn Spiteri, 

Yin Kwan Tsang, Lindy Webb, Maree Whitaker, Gary Wood. 
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: A number of 

parishioners have requested that the Divine Mercy 

devotions be formally introduced to this parish. I 

promise that next year we will either celebrate an 

extra 3pm Mass or at least have a Holy Hour. 

WE NEED YOU (CATECHISTS): Unfortunately, 

two of our catechists have had to withdraw from 

teaching and so we are in urgent need of two new 

catechists. Please think about stepping forward.  

Gymea Bay Primary School will commence 

Scripture classes from Term 2, Week 2—Thurs 5th 

May & is in need of a teacher. 

SAVE THE DATE: Our inaugural, though 

henceforth annual, “Labouré Lecture and Parish 

Dinner” will take place on Friday, 25 November. A 

distinguished guest speaker will be invited. Details to 

follow but please save the date in your calendars now.  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Enrolments for 

those children wanting to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation (Year 6 and above) will close on the 8th 

May. Please go to our parish website to enrol  your 

child.  

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE: 

Thank you to all those who contacted the parish to 

form part of a  newly founded committee to help 

oversee the care of the parish’s property. There is 

much to do on this front and so I would like to call a 

first meeting on Thursday 12th May at 7:00pm (please 

note the slight time change) at the presbytery.  I am 

very grateful for your support on this front. 

NEW PARISH “APOLOGETICS” GROUP: What 

is “apologetics”? Etymologically, the word means 

to “speak in defence” — in this case of the Catholic 

faith. Perhaps more than ever, knowing how to 

defend your faith in public and appreciating the 

intelligence of the Church’s teachings is a grave 

imperative. I know as a teenager it was my 

exposure to apologetics that really helped me to 

grow in my commitment and conviction to the 

faith. The format will be very simple. The evening 

begins with a 30-40 minute presentation on a topic 

and then 20 minutes of questions/discussion. It is 

possible a specific book will be chosen for everyone 

to follow. Although details are being finalised, at 

this stage, I intend to host this event on Wednesday 

evenings, beginning on the 1st of June. Further 

details will be provided but any thoughts and 

suggestions are, as always, most welcome. 

CONFESSIONS: A reminder that confessions are 

available before and after every weekday Mass 

(including Saturdays). Please approach Fr Ronnie or 

myself if you wish to receive this Sacrament. . 

NEW! CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE (GYMEA): 

CWL has now been launched in our parish. This 

wonderful organisation has a rich history of 

encouraging and empowering Catholic women to do 

incredible things for God and the Church. 

Membership to CWL will afford a free invitation to 

the retreat day, which will take place in the coming 

months.  Sign up forms can be found on the tables at 

the back of the Church or on the CWL website. A 

first meeting will be held in May, a month specially 

dedicated to Our Lady, Mother of Christians.  

NEXT “LECTURE” SERIES: Fr Greg will be 

giving a three-part series of talks for the 

Archdiocese titled “Empty Words Empty 

Churches: How Reclaiming Language Can Help 

Re-Evangelise Our Parishes”. These talks will be 

delivered at St Cath’s on three consecutive 

Thursdays (21st July, 28th July, 4th August) from 

7.30pm to 8.45pm but people across the 

Archdiocese will join us via Zoom. Please mark 

the dates in your diary. The working titles for 

these three talks are as follows: 

 Lecture One, 21st July: The Crisis of Language 

and the Decline of Faith: Exploring the Roots of 

Cultural Instability and Ecclesial Insecurity 

 Lecture Two, 28th July: The Word Made Flesh: 

The Truth Speaks, The Truth Redeems, The Truth 

Empowers 

 Lecture Three, 4th August: Restoring A 

Prophetic Voice: How Reclaiming the Power of 

Language Can Help Re-Evangelise Our Parishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish News 



MEETING FOR “MINISTERS”: Fr Ronnie has 

very generously begun training our new acolytes 

and altar servers. To bring everyone up to speed, I 

would now like to invite the “ministers” (extra-

ordinary ministers of Holy Communion) to attend 

a meeting at 10am on Saturday the 7th May in the 

Church. Morning tea will follow in the presbytery. 

Thank you to you all for your generous service in 

our parish and for your patience/understanding in 

bringing our practices into line with the liturgical 

law of the Church.  

ADORATION: Remember, our parish has Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament available every day Tuesday - 

Saturday from 8:30 am - 9:10 am.  

NEW RCIA PROGRAM: The Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults will be conducted for the first time 

in this parish this year. I’m looking for volunteers who 

have a good grounding in the faith to assist  

Fr. Ronnie and I in instructing potential converts. 

Please let one of the priest’s know if you would be 

interested.  

INVITATION: The Sydney Archdiocese Committee, 

of the World Apostolate of Fatima invite you to our 

May Celebration in St. Mary's Cathedral on Saturday 

May, 14th Honouring our Lady and intercede for peace 

in the World and the welfare of Australia.  To 

commen ce  a t  11 .30am with  entrance 

procession (inside the Cathedral) with the Pilgrim 

Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima (with the 

Immaculate Heart) Rosary, Litany of Loreto & Act of 

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

followed by Holy Mass at Noon.  We look forward to 

you joining us in Prayer, especially for this recent 

outbreak in Ukraine. Further enquiries please contact 

us on - 0403578994. 

FROM THE CATECHISM (ON CONSCIENCE): 

“1783 The education of conscience is indispensable for 

human beings who are subjected to negative 

influences and tempted by sin to prefer their own 

judgment and to reject authoritative teachings. 

1784 The education of the conscience is a lifelong task. 

From the earliest years, it awakens the child to the 

knowledge and practice of the interior law recognized 

by conscience. Prudent education teaches virtue; it 

prevents or cures fear, selfishness and pride, 

resentment arising from guilt, and feelings of 

complacency, born of human weakness and faults. 

The education of the conscience guarantees freedom 

and engenders peace of heart.” 

LEGION OF MARY: Our Parish is blessed to have a 

longstanding Legion of Mary group, which meets 

every Thursday morning after the 9.15 am Mass. We 

are always on the look out for new members. Please 

get involved (or just come and see!) and do pray for 

our Legion members too! They do such wonderful 

works in honour of Our Blessed Mother. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: Thank you to those 

parents who attended the information to launch our 

new Sacramental Program. It is not too late to register 

your children for any of this year’s sacraments. Please 

visit our parish website to do so. To watch a 

recording of what was discussed, please use the 

following link: www.youtube.com/watch?

v=T5eHFlDp5yk 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK: I am grateful to 

Michele Anthony who has very generously agreed to 

become the Co-Ordinator of this important ministry. 

Please let Michele or the Parish Office know of 

anyone (perhaps a sick relative or friend in the parish) 

who might like to have Holy Communion brought to 

them.   

MEDJUGORJE PRAYER GROUP: Did you know 

we have a wonderful group of faith-filled 

parishioners who gather each Thurs evening at 6pm 

in our church, to say the Rosary & pray & reflect on 

Our Lady’s messages to the world. Why not join 

them, everyone is welcome! 

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE SUTHERLAND: Is 

now accepting enrolments for Year 7 for 2023. To 

enrol online or download an Application for 

Enrolment visit www.spcsutherland.catholic.edu.au 

EUTHANASIA BILL: This dreadful piece of 

legislation, which will undoubtedly impact upon the 

rights and protections of the sick and most vulnerable 

(as has been proven across the world), is now being 

debated in the Legislative Assembly in NSW.  

Incidentally, I was impressed that even the UK 

government realised the slippery slope of Euthanasia 

and recently refused to legalise assisted suicide in the 

country. We too should stand firm and be a sign of 

hope for a much better way forward.  If you would 

like to hear some of the arguments as to why we 

should oppose it, you might like to listen to my talk  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIQKbrUV1VI (Or go to 

our parish’s YouTube page). Please get involved: 

www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2108_ocp_nsw 
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PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Sacramental Programme:       Karen  

Email: sacramentalprogramme@stcaths.org.au 

Catechist Coordinator:  Karen 

Email:    catechists@stcaths.org.au 

Administration Coordinator: Laurence 

Email:    admin@stcaths.org.au 
 

Youth (Music) Coordinator:  Genevieve 

Email: youthministry@stcaths.org.au 
 

Gymea Music/Choirs - Clare (Coordinator) 

Email: musicgymea@stcaths.org.au 
 

Legion of Mary - Mike (President) 

Email:  legionofmarygymea@stcaths.org.au 
 

Medjugore Prayer Group - Bruno 

Email: medumedjugorjeprayegroup@stcaths.org.au 
 

St Catherine’s Friendship Club: 

Email:  friendshipclub@stcaths.org.au 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Parish Priest:  Father Gregory Morgan 

Assistant Priest: Father Ronnie Maree  

Presbytery: 123 Gymea Bay Rd Gymea                                            

Secretary: Kerry Ginman 

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday being:              

       8:30 am - 12 noon   then 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

Friday:  8:30 am - 12:30 pm then closed. 

Office &  Presbytery telephone: 9525.9993 

Email:   office@stcaths.org.au 

Website:    www.stcaths.org.au 

Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/St-Catherine-

Labour%C3%A9-Parish-Gymea 108678858244000/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCiprf67dfGwEtt6hduzy7Og         

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Kerry     

Email:  safeguarding@stcaths.org.au 

St Catherine Labouré Parish School 

Principal:         Jodie McKay 

School Office:  9524.9706 

Email:  info@sclgymea.catholic.edu.au  

 MASS  TIMES 

 Monday - Saturday 9.15 am 

 Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass    

 Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 5 pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 

Mondays - Saturdays 

Before and after every weekday Mass (including Saturdays)   

On Saturdays 4:30 pm – 4:55 pm 

ADORATION TIMES 

Tuesdays - Saturdays  

8:30 am - 9:10 am  

 

(Fridays and Saturdays: 

9:00 am Benediction) 

 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass    

7 April / 8 May 2022              MOTHERS’ DAY 

The 4th Sunday of  Easter- Year C

In The Counting House:   

Team : 

NOT until further notice. 

Thank you. 

The Clean Team: Group B:  Paras Family 

The Altar Society:     Group 2:  

Doreen Vernon, Ava T Mahne & 

Aurora Hall. Lorna  

Audio-Visual       Pauline / Mark          GPC            Faye & James 

Operators:                                                                     NO SENIOR CHOIR            Jenni & Dolly 

May God 

and our Lady 

 of Lourdes 

care for and 

protect us all. 

Altar Servers:  

  Saturday Vigil 

5.00pm 

Sunday 

7.30am 

Sunday 

9.30am 

Sunday Evening 

5.00pm 

 Acolytes 

& Ministers  

  of Holy 

Communion: 

Jim Gothard 

  

Julie Banister 

Matthew Delasey 

Sam Keir 

  

Judith Rumsey 

Doreen Vernon 

Graham Ward 

  

Barbara Foster 

Michele Anthony 

Peter Cobcroft 

David Gormley 

  

Amelia Paras 

Margaret Reid 

 1st Reader: 

 Psalmist: 

 2nd Reader: 

Intercessions: 

Julie Banister 

Matthew Delasey 

Jodie McKay 

Bernie Parkin 

Adele Greenaway 

James Clancy 

Judith Rumsey 

Adele Greenaway 

Barbara Foster 

Michele Anthony 

Graham Ward 

Michele Anthony 

Ronald Paras 

  

Margaret Reid 

Margaret Reid 
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