
In  your  chari ty ,  p lease pray  for  our  recently  deceased ;  

Judith Ryan (Wife of Kevin), Glenda Lobo, George Caruana, Janina Grajewska, Eleanor Wood. 
We remember those whose Anniversaries we commemorate at this time and ALL the Holy Souls, especially: 

Aileen McDonnell (1stAnniversary), Maribel Paras Beltran (1st Anniversary), Charlie (30th Anniversary) & Helen (1st Anniversary) Bombala,  

Adriana Brinsek, Angelo Casamento, Kevin Cashman, Val Cobcroft, Ken Connolly, Tracy de Lyall, Ian Dransfield (1stAnniversary), Roy & Mary 
Esplin, Ederina Fabian, Nicolo Colin Franco, Bill Godfrey, Rod Halter, Frank Humphries (1st Anniversary), Lionel & Bev Hurst, 

Jonah Iona (1st Anniversary), Lean Family, Rodney James McGovern (1st Anniversary), Kath McGrath, Peter Mooney, Sid & Sylvia Mullen, 
Joe & Anna Natoli, Carmen Noche (1st Anniversary), Miroslav Placko (3rd Anniversary), John Vincent Sidgreaves, Silvano Venier, Antonio Sorbara, 

The Holy Souls. 
We pray for all the sick of our Parish Community and their carers. Especially:   

Elaine Bain, Catherine Bassiuoni,Gerry Banister, Elsie Jean Bell, Helen Bridges, Father Briffa, Pamela Buckley, Patricia Butler,  
Greg Byrne, Hugh Casey, Peter Cobcroft, Elaine Coughlan, Patricia Cutcliffe, Ludovic D’Lima, Joanne Davies, Kath Dowd, Dorothy Fraser-Bell, 

Margaret Gardner, Jeff Greenaway, Patricia Gordon, Melina Grieco, Maree Hinton, Philip Humphries, Linden Kelleher, Jim Klingberg, Glenda Lobo, 
Evie Morgan,  Anthony Morris, Ray O’Mara, Julia Quach, Vaska Petrova, Marié Rayner, Tony Ryan, JoAnne Shackleton,  Evelyn Spiteri,  

Yin Kwan Tsang, Doreen Vernon, June Walker, Jon Weaver, Lindy Webb, Maree Whitaker, Gary Wood. 
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St Catherine Labouré Gymea Parish 

Dear Parishioners, It is certainly a Gaudete-Joy  to be back among you after a few days of rest, relaxation, and 

reflection. My gratitude to Fr Noel and to our seminarian, Daniel, for holding the fort in my absence. Having not 

been among you last Weekend, I would like to take this opportunity to give thanks to God and to all of you in 

light of three wonderful parish events that have taken place in recent weeks. First (and I am sure many of you 

would have seen the wonderful write-up/photos in the Catholic Weekly — tip of the hat to Chris Dowd, a 

parishioner, for the excellent article), may I again express to you what a joy our inaugural Parish Dinner was. I 

was especially pleased to receive some notes of gratitude from lapsed Catholics whom parishioners had invited 

to join us on the night, as well as several non-Catholics! Everything we do as a parish should have the view to 

convert hearts and to evangelise souls. Who better to initiate this venture than Danny and Leila Abdallah who, as 

I said on the night, embody the vision of this parish — a parish where truth and mercy embrace. My thanks 

especially to the dedicated team of volunteers who ensured the success of the event. I’m already thinking about 

next year’s dinner! Second, the Women’s Retreat on the “Feminine Genius and the Spiritual Life” exceeded all 

expectations with 150 women participating during the day. Anna Krohn, who joined us all the way from Victoria, 

gave two wonderful talks. There was also time for friendship-forming and, most importantly, time to strengthen 

our relationship with God in prayer. To all the women of the parish, I invite you to consider joining the CWL 

branch in our parish as there are many events being planned for next year. Thank you to Dianka and Edita for 

taking the lead in organising such a beautiful day and thank you to all the current members of CWL, Gymea, 

who assisted so generously in so many different ways. Third, my thanks to the St Vincent De Paul Conference, 

Gymea, for arranging such an uplifting morning tea as we said farewell to the illustrious Fr Ronnie (who is 

settling in very well to his new assignment at Austral). Thank you to Frank Tierney for taking the lead in this 

regard. I am told it was a very blessed (if not a little sad) occasion.  

 As you can see, there have been many events of joy in our parish in recent weeks. But the real joy begins and 

ends with Christ and our commitment to our Catholic faith. So, please encourage each other in our common 

journey to become Saints together and to evangelise all souls in Gymea. Most importantly, perhaps, don’t forget 

to make a good confession—especially if its been a while since the last time. This is the greatest “Christmas Gift” 

you could give to Christ and the priests and parishioners of this parish. Also, think about someone you can invite 

to the Carols this year or who you might bring with you to Midnight Mass. I hope you have seen the Mass times! 

God bless you all. Fr Greg 



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: All parishioners 

(along with the wider community) are invited to join us for 

our Parish Christmas Celebration/Party — commencing 

with the 60th year of “Parish Carols” which this year are 

being sung by the School Choir in the Church at  4:15 pm  

NEXT Sunday, 18 December. We will then celebrate our 

usual 5 pm Mass after which there will be a free BBQ in the 

parish grounds. ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS NOW AVAILABLE: from the 

back of the church for $10 each. Please place your money in 

the box provided for this. 

ADVENT COMPANION: Please find at the back of the 

Church the “Advent Companion” produced by the 

Archdiocese of Sydney. Containing some illuminating 

reflections and an Examination of Conscience; a solid 

resource to remember the reason for the Advent season! 

NEW SCHOOL PRINCIPAL—PATRICK MORRISON: I 

would like to formally announce (again, with Gaudete Joy) 

that Mr Patrick Morrison, heretofore the Assistant Principal 

at St Catherine’s Primary School, has been appointed as the 

new Principal of our parish school. Patrick will take up his 

position next year, 2023, in light of the retirement of Jodie 

McKay. On behalf of the parish community, I would like to 

acknowledge once again my gratitude to Jodie for the 

tremendous contribution she has made and am glad she 

will continue to be a very active parishioner here at St 

Cath’s. (A date will shortly be announced where we as a 

parish can celebrate Jodie’s achievements.) At the same 

time, I am very excited to have the opportunity to work 

alongside Patrick in continuing the evangelisation of our 

school-families and strengthening the bonds between the 

parish and school. Please say a prayer for Patrick. 

ACOLYTES/MINISTERS & READERS: The next Roster 

being for January, February, March & April (including Holy 

Week & Easter) 2023 is due to be prepared, can you please 

contact Grahame ASAP with your Mass preferences/away 

times. 

CONFESSIONS: Confessions are available from Tuesday 

to Saturday before & after every Mass. I would strongly 

recommend that every parishioner avails themselves of 

this great sacrament of healing and peace in preparation 

for Christmas.  

PARISH LOGO: Our highly talented seminarian, Daniel 

O'Kelly, has taken it upon himself to design our very own 

Parish Logo! As you can see, the logo design resembles the 

miraculous medal that Our Lady gave to  St Catherine 

Labouré. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL: The St 

Vincent de Paul Christmas 

Appeal will be held THIS 

WEEKEND! EFTPOS and 

CASH facilities will be 

available as you leave the 

church. Please help them to 

make a difference in assisting 

our most vulnerable families. 

They serve the poor by listening, respecting their wishes, 

and helping them to feel & recover their own dignity. 

Please give generously by either scanning the QR code 

(left) with your mobile phone or going to the link below: 
 

www.stcaths.org.au/st-catherines-vinnies-christmas-appeal  

ARCHBISHOP’S FLOOD APPEAL: Archbishop Anthony 

Fisher OP has announced that proceeds 

raised at this year’s Christmas at the 

Cathedral event will go directly towards 

providing relief and recovery to the 

victims of the NSW flood disaster.  See 

details below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish News 



THE ADVENT WREATH: Last Sunday, we lit the 1st &             

2nd Candles in our Advent Wreath; the 

Candles of Hope and Peace. We light 

both these Candles again as we 

remember that Christ will come again to 

fulfil all of God’s promises to us. 

Today, we light the 3rd Advent Candle -  

the Pink Candle of Joy as we celebrate 

Gaudete Sunday. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ADVENT TALKS/ADORATION: Advent is a time to 

grow in prayer and faith. You are ALL warmly invited to 

take part in the following parish events:  

7:30 pm Wednesday, 14 December: “The Six Ages of the 

Church: Why the Church will Never Die.” By Fr Noel 

Custodio (An extended overview of Fr Noel’s excellent 

homily on the six ages of “rise and fall” in Catholic 

history).   

8:30 am Friday, 16 December to 9:00 am Monday,  

18 December: Perpetual (24 hours a day) Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament. All parishioners are encouraged to 

nominate an hour during the day or night to come and 

pray before Our Lord in Adoration. Sign up sheets will 

be organised shortly. There will be extra times for 

confessions too! 

7:30 pm Wednesday, 21 December: “Our Lady of 

Guadal upe :  A Gaze  that  Co nver ted  a 

Continent.” (Change of title — I thought something a 

little more spiritual might be more appropriate.) By Fr 

Greg Morgan  

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2023: If you will be aged 18-35 by 

August next year, attend Mass here in Gymea, and would 

be interested in attending WYD with a view to developing 

your faith so as to reach out to other young people in the 

Shire, I would be very interested to hear from you.  

Please approach Fr Greg if you are remotely interested.  

NEW YEARS EVE: Some of you might remember that last 

year I (Fr Greg) celebrated a special Midnight Mass on New 

Years Eve. This year, New Years Eve falls on a Saturday 

and, so, an extra Mass will be offered again at Midnight. 

The evening will begin with Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament from 11pm and Mass will begin at Midnight. 

Truly, what better way could there to bring in the New 

Year of Grace than by being with Christ at the centre of the 

universe? Certainly, the best way to begin the New Year on 

a spiritual high. All are welcome and it will obviously fulfil 

your Sunday obligation. See you all there!! (The fireworks 

are overrated anyhow!) 

 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

ADORATION: Remember, our parish has Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament available Tuesday - Saturday from 

8:30 am - 9:10 am.  

ROSARY ONLINE: Did you know that our parish has an 

online Rosary every Saturday Morning at 10 am? The 

Zoom link is as follows: www.stcaths.org.au/onlinerosary 

(Password: 1234). 

LEGION OF MARY: Our Parish is blessed to have a 

longstanding Legion of Mary group, which meets every 

Thursday morning after the 9.15 am Mass. We are always 

on the look out for new members. Please get involved (or 

just come and see!) and do pray for our Legion members 

too! They do such wonderful works in honour of Our 

Blessed Mother - email them (address on back page) for 

more information…. 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB: There will be NO Friendship Club 
meeting in December. Meetings resume on Friday, 20 
January, 2023.  New members are very welcome. 

MEDJUGORJE PRAYER GROUP: Did you know we have 

a wonderful group of faith-filled parishioners who gather 

each Thursday evening at 6 pm in our church, to say the 

Rosary & pray & reflect on Our Lady’s messages to the 

world. Why not join them, everyone is welcome! 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL MEETING: I continue to be 

impressed and astonished by the incredible work for the 

suffering and the poor that is undertaken by our St Vincent 

De Paul Conference. Please consider joining this incredible 

group of parishioners or supporting them with your 

prayers and, where possible, through generous 

contributions. Here is a photo of the group at their recent 

meeting.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

ALTAR SOCIETY: To join and assist the Altar Society who 

clean the Sacred vessels and clean and prepare the 

Sanctuary for Mass. The Roster is once a month with 5th 

Sundays of the year being shared amongst the 4 Groups. 

Please contact the Office if you can assist. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY: Don’t forget to get 
your copy today! Still only $2! 

Parish News 

https://www.stcaths.org.au/onlinerosary


PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Sacramental Programme: Karen  

Email: sacramentalprogramme@stcaths.org.au 
 

Catechist Coordinator:  Karen 

Email:    catechists@stcaths.org.au 
 

 

Gymea Music/Choirs  Clare (Coordinator) 

Email: office@stcaths.org.au 
 

Legion of Mary Mike (President) 

Email:  office@stcaths.org.au 
 

Medjugorje Prayer Group  Barry 

Email: office@stcaths.org.au 
 

St Catherine’s Friendship Club: 

Email:  friendshipclub@stcaths.org.au 
 

Gymea Conference St. Vincent de Paul Society: 

   Frank (President) 

Email:  stvincentdepaul@stcaths.org.au  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Parish Priest:  Father Gregory Morgan 

Assistant Priest: Father Noel Custodio 

Presbytery: 123 Gymea Bay Road, Gymea        
                                     

Secretary:   Kerry Ginman 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday being: 

 8:30 am - 12 noon then 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

 Friday: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm then closed. 

Office & Presbytery telephone:  

        9525.1138  

Email:   office@stcaths.org.au 

Website:     www.stcaths.org.au 

Facebook:  www.stcaths.org.au/facebook   

YouTube:   www.stcaths.org.au/youtube   
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Kerry    

Email:  safeguarding@stcaths.org.au 
 

St Catherine Labouré Parish School 

Principal:         Jodie McKay 

School Office:  9524.9706 

Email:  info@sclgymea.catholic.edu.au  

MASS  TIMES 

 Monday - Saturday 9.15 am 

 Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass    

 Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 5 pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 

Mondays - Saturdays 

Before and after every weekday Mass (including Saturdays)  

 On Saturdays 4:30 pm – 4:55 pm 

 

ADORATION TIMES 

Tuesdays - Saturdays  

8:30 am - 9:10 am  
 

(Fridays and Saturdays: 

9:00 am Benediction) 

In The Monday Counting House  

Ray Brennan with Barry Elliott & 

Denis O’Brien-in training. (Back-ups 

Peter Cobcroft & Charles Kooyman, 

Bob Taylor & Bob Greenwood - to be 

re-trained) 

The Clean Team: Group B: St Vincent de Paul. 

The Altar Society:     Group 3:  

Norma Wong, Kay Humphries, 

Briege Robson & Chris. 

Audio-Visual       Pauline / Mark      Natalie         Hugh             Faye & James 

Operators:                  GPC                                           NO SENIOR CHOIR             Jenni & Dolly 

 

May God 

and our Lady 

 of Lourdes 

care for and 

protect us 

all. 

Altar Servers:  

  
Saturday Vigil 

5.00 pm 

Sunday 

7.30 am 

Sunday 

9.30 am 

Sunday Evening 

5.00 pm 

Acolytes & 

  

Ministers  

  of Holy 

Communion: 

Phil Boland 

Kevin Bourke  

 

Emma Honey 

Jonathan Varga 

Sam Keir 

Graham Ward 

Joseph Lattouf 

Andrew Monsiff 

 

Michele Anthony 

David Gormley 

Laurence Klein 

 

Amelia Paras 

 1st Reader & 

 Psalm: 

 2nd Reader & 

 Intercessions: 

Natasha Metlege 

 

Lesley Newman 

Adele Greenaway 

 

James Clancy 

Jim Gothard 

 

Michele Anthony 

Ronald Paras 

 

Clare Cowley 
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