
St Catherine Labouré Gymea Parish 
The Solemnity of Mary 

 The Mother of God  

31 December / 1 January 2023                                                              

Dear Parishioners,  I do hope everyone enjoyed a very blessed, holy, and joyful Christmas. It was great to see so many people 

attend our five Masses last Weekend (at least when compared to last Christmas). I was particularly delighted to hear from two of 

our acolytes that the Midnight Mass, which was reintroduced to this parish last year and kindly celebrated by Fr Noel, had twice 

as many people! Of course, numbers don’t really tell the full story. It is far more important to consider how many disciples—

committed followers of Jesus Christ who are genuinely trying to evangelise our community and beyond — a parish has. The 

commencement of a new calendar year is an opportune moment for us all to recommit afresh to this mission. So, as we begin to 

reflect on our new year’s resolutions for 2023, perhaps we can all think about at least one (extra) thing we might do to deepen in 

our love for Christ and to build-up this parish community. Of course, prayer is the critical ingredient. For prayer is what God uses 

to illuminate His will in our hearts and minds. Maybe God is inviting you to reach out to a friend/neighbour r to invite them back 

to Mass. Maybe God is inviting you to become a catechists, acolyte, reader, choir-member, or to be part of the Altar Society. What 

we can be sure of is that God is indeed asking us to do something. Let us pray to God “that we may see” whatever it is He is 

asking of us and let us pray for even more faith-filled, apostolic, and energetic parish in 2023.  

God bless you all! Fr Greg 

NOTICES 

 We wish Fr Noel a very Happy Birthday (27/12)! Such a 

blessing to have him in this parish. God bless you!  

 Fr Greg and Fr Noel would kindly like to thank you so 

much for the very generous gifts we received over the 

Christmas period. Your kindness, prayers, and support 

give us great encouragement. Thank you so much!  

 If you didn’t collect a copy of our extended Christmas 

bulletin, please take one home  today. It provides a 

wonderful snapshot of  our parish in  2022 and gives a bit 

of a foretaste of some of the things we can look forward to 

in 2023. Remember to  put it in your neighbour’s letter box 

when you are finished.  

 A new RCIA program will start in the first weeks of 

February. If you or anyone you know would like to become 

a Catholic, please ask them to contact the parish office 

asap. 

 The Parish Office will be closed until the 9th January.  

 Advertisements for three positions at our parish will be 

released shortly.  (1) Parish Secretary (approx. 33 hours a 

week); (2) Parish Book Keeper  (4 to 6 hours a week); Parish 

Youth Worker (between 30 to 40 hours a week).   

 Along your pews you may have noticed the “Christmas 

Offering” envelopes. This collection  supports retired and 

sick priests, as well as poorer parishes that are unable to 

afford the upkeep of a priest/presbytery. If you would like 

to support this cause, please put your envelope in either of 

the collection bags. Thank you for being such a generous 

parish.  

   Reminder to those aged 18-35. Our parish is still hoping to  

take a group of 15-20 young people to the World Youth 

Day in Portugal, travelling via Mexico and France. Final 

numbers need to be confirmed by the end of January. 

Please approach Fr Greg or Fr Noel if you are remotely 

interested.  

 As many families are away from our parish in January, we 

will have a reduced bulletin until the end of the month. 

 

 

 

In your  char ity,  please  pray for  our  recently  deceased ;  

Diane Smith, Judith Ryan, Bartolino Alessi, Glenda Lobo, George Caruana, Janina Grajewska, Eleanor Wood. 

We remember those whose Anniversaries we commemorate at this time and ALL the Holy Souls, especially: 

Ken Connolly, Tracy de Lyall, Roy & Mary Esplin, Bill Godfrey, Rod Halter, Lionel & Bev Hurst, Lean Family, Sid & Sylvia Mullen,  

Joe & Anna Natoli, Carmen Noche (1st Anniversary), John Vincent Sidgreaves, Antonio Sorbara, The Holy Souls. 

We pray for all the sick of our Parish Community and their carers. Especially:   

Elaine Bain, Catherine Bassiuoni,Gerry Banister, Elsie Jean Bell, Helen Bridges, Father Briffa, Pamela Buckley, Patricia Butler, Greg Byrne, 

Hugh Casey, Peter Cobcroft, Elaine Coughlan, Patricia Cutcliffe, Ludovic D’Lima, Joanne Davies, Kath Dowd, Dorothy Fraser-Bell, 

Margaret Gardner, Jeff Greenaway, Patricia Gordon, Melina Grieco, Maree Hinton, Philip Humphries, Louisa James, Linden Kelleher, Jim Klingberg, 

Evie Morgan, Anthony Morris, Ray O’Mara, Julia Quach, Vaska Petrova, Marié Rayner, Tony Ryan, 

JoAnne Shackleton, Evelyn Spiteri, Elaine Townsend, Yin Kwan Tsang,Doreen Vernon, 

June Walker, Jon Weaver, Lindy Webb, Maree Whitaker, Gary Wood. 



In 2023, we can expect even MORE events! Below we highlight a few. Of course, we will once again welcome the new year in 

the best way possible by, again, adoring Our Lord in Adoration and Midnight Mass. In March, the men of our parish can look 

forward to a Men's Retreat. Then in July, the young adults (and young adults to be!) of our parish hope to embark on an over-

seas pilgrimage through  Mexico, and France before arriving in Portugal to join MILLIONS of other young Catholics for World 

Youth Day! Fast forward to December 2023, and we will once again celebrate another eventful year at Gymea at our Parish 

Dinner & Labouré Lecture. 



TALKS: In addition to all the events displayed to the left, the 

parish will continue its mission to become a centre of 

formation by offering various talks/lectures/seminars 

throughout the year.  

SOCIAL OUTREACH: The parish will continue to develop 

new and effective ways for us to live out the Spiritual and 

Corporal Works of Mercy. It is a core part of our Catholic 

identity to reach out and support those who are struggling, 

sick, and suffering. A few ideas have been floated that we 

hope will commence and come to fruition in the new year. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR THE POOR: The 

generosity of parishioners and the children of St Catherine 

Labouré School has been overwhelming. Our Church 

collection raised an incredible $10,219. The School Fundraising 

Market Stall raised an excellent $3,108. 46 Christmas Hampers 

were also donated and packed by the teachers and parents of 

the school children and delivered by the Gymea 

conference. Thank you everyone for your generosity. God 

bless!  

Frank Tierney (President of the Gymea Parish Conference) 

HAVEN’T BEEN TO MASS IN A WHILE? HERE ARE 

EIGHT REASONS TO COMMIT TO WORSHIPPING GOD 

AT MASS EVERY SUNDAY.  

1. The Command of God: The Third of the Ten 

Commandments given to Moses by God is, "Remember to keep 

holy the Sabbath day" (Exodus 20:8). 

2. The Command of Christ: Why should we keep the Sabbath 

holy by going to Mass? The Mass was instituted at the Last 

Supper by Jesus before his Crucifixion. The Last Supper was 

the first Mass. When the hour came, he [Jesus] took his place at the 

table with the apostles . . . Then he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, 

and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which will be given 

for you. Do this in memory of me" (Luke 22:14,19). When we 

celebrate the Mass, we repeat the Last Supper, as Jesus 

commanded us to do. In doing this, we remember and re-

present his great act of love for us on the Cross — taking our 

sins upon himself so that we, if we follow his commandments, 

can live with him forever in heaven. 

3. The Command of the Church. The Church teaches that we 

must fulfill the command of Jesus ("Do this in memory of me") 

by attending Sunday Mass (or the Vigil Mass the night 

before). The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1994, pp. 493-94) 

explains that Mass attendance on Sundays and Holy Days of 

Obligation is the first of the six Commandments of the Church.  

4. The Church speaks with the authority of Jesus: Why should we 

obey these teachings of the Church? Where does the Church 

get its authority? From Jesus. In Matthew 16:18-19, Jesus made 

Peter the head of his Church — the first Pope. He gave Peter 

and the Church "the keys to the kingdom of heaven": I say to 

you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to 

the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.  

5. What we do at Mass. The Mass is first of all a sacrifice — the 

perfect sacrifice, created by Jesus. Through the priest we offer 

Jesus, Body and Blood, to the Father, just as Jesus offered 

Himself to the Father on the Cross. In an unbloody way, we 

repeat — make present — Christ's death and Resurrection. 

Through this memorial of Jesus, we offer God our praise, 

sorrow for our sins, and deepest thanks. 

The Mass is also a meal. At the Consecration, the bread and 

wine, through the power of the Holy Spirit, become the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Not a mere symbol, but Jesus's real flesh 

and real blood, under the appearance of bread and wine. 

When we receive Holy Communion, we receive Jesus 

Himself. He is real food for our soul. He said this very 

plainly: I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the 

last day. My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever 

eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. 

(John 6:55-56).What are the benefits of Holy Communion? It 

strengthens our union with Jesus; He lives within us in a 

special way. It cleanses us from venial sins. (Mortal sins 

require forgiveness in Confession.) It gives us grace to avoid 

sin in the future. It increases our love of God and neighbor. 

6. Why do we have to worship with other people? God made us 

social beings. He wants us to come together in community to 

worship Him. Jesus said, "Where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there am I" (Matthew 18:20). 

7. What are the consequences for others if we stop going to Mass?

James Stenson points out: "Our ancestors risked persecution, 

even death, to be able to take part in Mass. When you have 

children someday, they will need the graces and strength that 

come from the Mass. If you fail to pass it on because of your 

own indifference, you will do the gravest injustice to them 

and to God. You have the power to snuff out, in one 

generation, the faith that has sustained your family for 

generations. This is an enormous responsibility. You will 

have to answer to God for it." 

8. The benefits of Mass. If we give God a chance, He will help 

us experience the tremendous benefits of the Mass and the 

Eucharist. James Stenson writes: "Be patient. Bring an attitude 

of prayer and thanksgiving to Mass, and you will reap great 

spiritual riches: consolation, confidence, peace, deep 

happiness, and spiritual strength for the challenges of life." 

Mother Teresa went to Mass every day. If we love the Mass as 

she did, we, too, will live in Jesus and he in us, and will we 

never be afraid. 

Taken from https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/

marriage-and-family/parenting/8-reasons-to-go-to-

mass.html 

DON’T BE AFRAID TO PRAY & GET MORE INVOLVED!    

Parish News 



PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Sacramental Programme: Karen  

Email: sacramentalprogramme@stcaths.org.au 
 

Catechist Coordinator:  Karen 

Email:    catechists@stcaths.org.au 
 

 

Gymea Music/Choirs  Clare (Coordinator) 

Email: office@stcaths.org.au 
 

Legion of Mary Mike (President) 

Email:  office@stcaths.org.au 
 

Medjugorje Prayer Group  Barry 

Email: office@stcaths.org.au 
 

St Catherine’s Friendship Club: 

Email:  friendshipclub@stcaths.org.au 
 

Gymea Conference St. Vincent de Paul Society: 

   Frank (President) 

Email:  stvincentdepaul@stcaths.org.au  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY: 

Parish Priest:  Father Gregory Morgan 

Assistant Priest: Father Noel Custodio 

Presbytery: 123 Gymea Bay Road, Gymea    
                                     

Secretary:    

Office & Presbytery telephone:  
        9525.1138  

Email:   office@stcaths.org.au 
Website:     www.stcaths.org.au 

Facebook:  www.stcaths.org.au/facebook   

YouTube:   www.stcaths.org.au/youtube   
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Fr Greg Morgan  

& Laurence Klein  
Email:  safeguarding@stcaths.org.au 
 

St Catherine Labouré Parish School 

Principal: Patrick Morrison 
School Office:  9524.9706 
Email:               info@sclgymea.catholic.edu.au  

MASS  TIMES 

 Monday - Saturday 9.15 am 

 Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass   Midnight Mass 

 Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 5 pm 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 

Mondays - Saturdays 

Before and after every weekday Mass (including Saturdays)  

 On Saturdays 4:30 pm – 4:55 pm 

 

ADORATION TIMES 

Tuesdays - Saturdays  

8:30 am - 9:10 am  
 

(Fridays and Saturdays: 

9:00 am Benediction) 

In The Monday Counting House  

Barry Elliott & Denis O’Brien (Back-

ups Ray Brennan, Peter Cobcroft & 

Charles Kooyman) (Bob Taylor & Bob 

Greenwood to be re-trained). 

The Clean Team: Group B: Paras Family. 

The Altar Society:     Group 2:  

Ava T Mahne, Louise Butterfield & 

Sandra Sandoval 

Audio-Visual       Pauline / Mark      Natalie         Hugh             Faye & James 

Operators:                  GPC                                           NO SENIOR CHOIR             Jenni & Dolly 

 

May God 

and our Lady 

 of Lourdes 

care for and 

protect us 

all. 

Altar Servers:  

  
Saturday Vigil 

5.00 pm 

Sunday 

7.30 am 

Sunday 

9.30 am 

Sunday Evening 

5.00 pm 

Acolytes & 

  

Ministers  

  of Holy 

Communion: 

Matthew Delasey 

 

 

Margaret Morris 

Emma Honey 

Mitch Worsley 

Jonathan Varga 

 

Judith Rumsey 

 

Kevin Bourke 

 

 

Barbara Foster 

Carole Venier 

David Gormley 

Jim Gothard 

 

Paul Marsden 

 1st Reader & 

 Psalm: 

 2nd Reader & 

 Intercessions: 

Maureen Pocock 

 

Julie Banister 

Judith Rumsey 

 

Adele Greenaway 

Sue Day 

 

Michele Anthony 

Loretta Klein 

 

Joan Pinto 

7 / 8 January 2023                 In the Octave of Christmas Year A 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL TUESDAY, 

10 JANUARY 2023 
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